
SERMON SERIES:  Faith That Works 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Daily Song:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 Daily Reading:  James 1:19-25 

 

Monday, October 16, “Fast talking Fran.” 
James 1:19 says, “My dearly loved brothers, understand this: Everyone must be quick to hear, slow to 
speak, and slow to anger…”  Have you ever heard of Fran Capo? Probably not. Her nickname is 
“motor mouth”, and she doesn’t mind it at all. In fact, she's proud of it! Fran Capo is The Guinness 
Book of World Records fastest talking female clocked at 603.32 words in 54.2 seconds. Her family 
and friends say she’s not a good listener…she’s always too busy talking. Is that what James means by 
being slow to speak? What is the context? Is it possible that James’ emphasis is to help us consider 
our response to God’s word? In today’s verses, James tells us how to have a receptive heart towards 
the wisdom and the word of God. James 1:18 says that God brings us forth “by His word of truth.” In 
1:22-25, he emphasizes being “doers of the word.” And in verse 21 James talks about “receiving the 
word implanted in our hearts.” While his words about being quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to 
anger obviously could apply to our personal relationships (James 4:1-2), the primary application in 
the context seems indeed to be in response to God’s word. We should be quick to hear it, slow to 
speak out with our opinions on it, and slow to anger when it confronts our sins. If God has given us 
new life through His word, we must prepare our hearts to be receptive to His word when correction 
is needed. 

 Name some people who you consider to do well with being “quick to hear, slow to speak, and 
slow to anger.” 

 Do you consider yourself to be a good listener?  Do you get angry when the Bible confronts your 
attitude? 

Prayer - Father, please help me to hold my tongue and consider my words. Help me to be a good 
listener, especially when it comes to receiving Your Word. 
 
Tuesday, October 17, “Like a loaded gun.” 
James 1:20 says, “for man’s anger does not accomplish God’s righteousness.”  A lady once came to 
Billy Sunday and tried to rationalize her angry outbursts. "There's nothing wrong with losing my 
temper," she said. "I blow up, and then it's all over." "So does a shotgun," Sunday replied, "and look 
at the damage it leaves behind!” Anger is one of the most unproductive actions used to attempt 
reasoning. It never results in the positive outcomes that people desire, and instead usually produces 
more anger. James, in an attempt to display the wisdom of God, brings up anger to show what 
wisdom does not look like. “Slow to anger” is a characteristic of one who has the wisdom of Christ 
and is conforming to His character. In Colossians 3, Paul tells believers that if they are in Christ, they 
are to put off the old self and put on the new self. Paul says that this includes putting away anger, 
wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from the mouth. To be conformed to Christlike character 
involves not being prone to anger. Because anger is a natural fleshly reaction, James admonishes 
believers to be slow to anger. When we are being confronted with something, the natural reaction is 

DAILY MEMORY VERSE:  James 1:21 
Therefore, ridding yourselves of all moral filth and evil, humbly receive 

the implanted word, which is able to save you. 
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to either get angry or blame someone. James says, “don’t do that!” Instead of being angry, use it as 
an opportunity to evaluate one’s self. Seek the Word. Listen to what it has to say and what it has to 
teach you about who you are, and who you need to be. Be slow to speak so that you may 
understand and obey the Word, even if it is difficult to be confronted by it. God alone is the 
righteous judge, and you are not. Your anger does not produce God’s righteousness…He already has 
it! 

 Has there ever been a time when you got angry and felt like you were acting on behalf of God? 

 Anger is often such a quick, emotional response. How can an angry person gain control so as not 
to react quickly and sin? 

Prayer - Father, help me to see that my sinful anger does not display Your righteousness. Please 
protect me from sinful outbursts of anger. 
 
Wednesday, October 18, “Hair sprayed mirror.” 
James 1:21 says, “Therefore, ridding yourselves of all moral filth and evil, humbly receive the 
implanted word, which is able to save you.”  One of my pet-peeves is to go into my bathroom, look in 
the mirror and find the image to be distorted because it is covered in hairspray. The mirror is 
supposed to reflect a clear image of who I am. The filthy hairspray has gummed up the glass and 
distorted reality. We all bring baggage from our old way of life over into the Christian life. Usually, 
we’re blind to much of it. We don’t realize that we’re displeasing God by our thoughts, words, or 
actions. As we are “quick to listen” to God’s word, it convicts us of areas that we didn’t even know 
were sin. When this happens, the receptive heart repents of the crud of sin and puts on the clean 
clothes of new life in Christ. If you don’t do this, the crud will stifle you from growing as a Christian. 
The word is implanted in you, but it is not growing like it could. We are like that mirror, in that; we 
were called by God and raised to newness of life to reflect something. We are reflectors of God’s 
glory. Are you a dirty mirror? Are you displaying a clear and truthful reflection of Jesus? Brothers and 
sisters, your mirror needs cleaned! James says “put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” "Put away" and 
"receive". Both are active words that happen only by the active choosing of the person, by the grace 
of God. Then James says we are to receive "the implanted word". Notice this word has already been 
planted in us; we are "pregnant" with it so to speak. But we are to receive it and welcome it in our 
lives. God planted the word; we only need to receive it--which means, live as if it is true. We are to 
live out of trust in God, as His children.   
 How can Christians identify areas of sin that are blind spots? (receive the implanted word) 
 Some would argue with the statement, “If there is no changed life, there is no salvation.” Do you 

agree?  How would you defend your position biblically? 
Prayer:  Father, reveal to me anything that is sinful in my life and give me grace to humbly repent 
and receive Your truth. 
 
Thursday, October 19, “Blue letter Bible.” 
James 1:22 says, “But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” I recently 
read a story about Pastor Stuart Briscoe who was teaching the principles of Bible study. He 
demonstrated how to pick out the promises and the commands in Scripture, and what to do with 
them. Finally, he reviewed and asked, “Now, what should you do with the commands of scripture?” 
A little old lady raised her hand and said, “I underline them in blue.”Underlining the Bible’s 
commands in blue might make for a colorful Bible, but the point of the commands is that 
we obey them. Unfortunately, there are many people in evangelical churches who have their heads 
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filled with information from the Bible, but they don’t obey what the Bible commands. They don’t 
“walk their talk.” That may sound harsh, but surveys commonly show that there is substantially no 
difference between evangelical Christians and the population at large on most moral and social 
beliefs and behavior. In James 1:21, we are commanded to receive “the word implanted, which is 
able to save your souls.” We are not only to receive the word, but also obey it, and live it’s truths out 
in our lives. Hearing the word without doing it leads to deception. It is important to understand that 
James is addressing church-going people, those who regularly hear the word of God. Hearing is not 
enough. The true child of God delights in obedience. 
 Name some ways you are “doing” God’s word? 
 What have you “heard” from God’s word that you need prayer in doing? 
Prayer: Father, fill me with the desire and the power to obey Your word.  
 
Friday, October 20, “Mirror, Mirror, on the wall.” 
James 1:23, 24 says, “If anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his 
own face in a mirror. For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man 
he was.”  Remember the wicked Queen who was the villainess in the fairy tale Snow White? She 
would stand before her talking mirror to inquire, “Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who’s the fairest of 
them all?” Each time, the mirror would respond, “Thou, O Queen, art the fairest in the land.” But 
over the years, Snow White grew into womanhood and her beauty transcended every other woman 
in the kingdom. Then came the day when the mirror said to the Queen, “Snow White, O Queen, is 
the fairest of them all.” The mirrors of James’ day were very different than the “magic mirror” or the 
mirrors that we use today. Usually they were made of a material like bronze or copper, pounded out 
by a hammer, and highly polished to reflect an image, but they still reflected an imperfect or unclear 
image. For a person to see their reflection, to see the imperfections, one had to examine himself or 
herself very intently. What James is showing in these verses is that a hearer is like a man who goes to 
the mirror and examines himself. He does so with care and concern, in great detail, because that is 
the only way one can get a true perspective of what the mirror is reflecting. However, upon 
examining himself, the hearer turns away without regard for what he just saw in the mirror. He does 
not take the time to fix his hair or the blemishes and imperfections but instead continues on as he 
was. In this manner, he has deceived himself into thinking that he is better than he really is. James is 
calling every person to examine himself or herself in the mirror of God’s Word, comparing what it 
says to what your life actually is, finding a reflection of your true character and seeking to change the 
image into the image of Christ. 

 When God’s word points out something that is not Christ-like in you, what do you do? 

 Why is it important to regularly read, meditate on, and study God’s Word? 
Prayer: Father, use Your word to reveal to me how I really am. Give me repentance and grace.  
 
Saturday, October 21, Read James 1 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace to 
listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we meet 
with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  
 


